
ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST - MAEYSTOWN, ILLINOIS 

 
              The Visitor 
                     December – 2019 

PASTOR'S REFLECTION 

 

Merry Christmas! 

We live in such an amazing and wonderful time! When I was in my twenties, I joined an organization 

called the Hunger Project. Their one mission was to change the way the world viewed world hunger. At 

the time world hunger was thought to be impossible to end. We moved as a nation and a world from that 

view point to, “It is possible to end world hunger but it is still not going to happen”, and then to “It is 

possible and therefore we must”. Many organizations like the Heifer International and countless others 

have been making a profound difference in the world. As reported in the U.N. and World Bank in the year 

1992 we hit a high of 1.2 billion people living in extreme poverty and hunger.  They have very specific 

measurements, but in short, this is the measurement of people with a lack of calories necessary to sustain 

life.  In 2015 it was 784.40 million people, a 35% reduction. Most current numbers of 2017 show us up 

by 40 million but that is still more than 30% below where we were just thirty years ago. That decrease is 

even more significant given the increase in the world population. The population of the world in 1992 was 

5.42 billion. With a hunger rate at 1.2 million the percentage of extreme poverty and hunger is around 

23% of the world population. The world population in 2017 was 7.53 billion with 820,80 million in 

extreme poverty and hunger. That percent in 2017 is 11% of the world’s population living in extreme 

poverty and hunger.  

I say “Merry Christmas” because I believe our faith is relevant in this fight against world hunger and 

poverty. Every Christmas Season giving to organizations such as Heifer International goes through the 

roof. They and others make a profound difference is people’s lives. I say “Merry Christmas” because we 

pray for things like world peace and the end of world suffering every Christmas. We may feel at times 

that these prayers are just kind sentiments, that have no hope of happening in the world.  

When we are looking at the numbers for world hunger, we are really looking at an indicator of many 

contributing factors. Such as stable governments, education, living wages, clean water. Families having 

fewer children, secure that the ones they have will survive. Reducing extreme poverty also equates to 

more world peace and security.  

This year when you pray for peace on earth and good will to all humankind, we can truly let joy ring out 

in our prayers! It is more than possible; it is doable to end extreme poverty and world hunger! In fact, we 

are doing it in a very big and real way! So, turn up the heat in your prayers and actions for every child to 

thrive because they live in a world that loves them so much that it would not stand for them to go to bed 

hungry. This is precisely the actions and world that Christ calls us into action to make a reality.  

Hear the words of our Lord, 

Matthew 25:31-45 

31 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of 

his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a  



shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at 

the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I 

was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 

me.” 37Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you 

food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and 

welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 

visited you?” 40And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 

these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You 

that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was 

hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and 

you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit 

me.” 44Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” 45Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, 

just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” 

These powerful words of Christ both empower us and challenge us to go further. What can we do over the 

next thirty years? 1992 =1.2 Billion, 2017=821 million. 2048=? For sure the journey will not be a straight 

line but it is time to dream big and to act even bigger. After all, Christmas is here!  

Merry Christmas 

Pastor  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Tim is serving a sentence of four years.  Please keep him in your prayers.  If you would like to 
support Tim you can send him caring letters and cards.  Here are the mailing instructions.  Letters are 
the only thing allowed to be sent right now and would be greatly appreciated (no care packages 
allowed).  Do not use stickers besides a stamp (best to handwrite the return address).  Do not include 
pre-embossed envelopes, pre-stamped envelopes, postage stamps or plain envelopes.  Mail containing 
stains of any kind, including but not limited to perfume, lipstick, oily substances, unusual stains, etc., is 
not allowed. Mail which includes the use of crayons, highlighters or other markers on the paper, glitter 
or other foreign or unknown substance on the paper is not allowed.  Mail printed or written with 
colored ink is permitted. 
 
Timothy J. Burns, Jr. – IDOC Y39102 
P. O. Box 1000 
Menard, IL 62259      
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St. John UCC Council Minutes - October 7, 2019 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Lisa Maurer.  Pastor led with a prayer.  Attending were 

Pastor, Lisa Maurer, Pat Brandt, Charlie Eckerty, Freeman Borcharding, Jay Mueller, Adam Tyberendt 

and Laurie Knoll.  

  

Nancy Schilling and Dorothy Mueller came and spoke about the Maher Trust Fund to inform council 

members about how the trust came about and what the funds can be used for. Thank you so much to both 

of you for educating us.  We greatly appreciate it. 

 

October meeting minutes were reviewed.  Motion made by Adam Tyberendt, second by Freeman 

Borcharding, to approve minutes as written. Motion carried.    

 

Kathy Asselmeier came to discuss the new accounting program and how it works for our needs.  She 

showed us the new treasurer’s report and we discussed how the new records will be shown.  Thank you 

for educating us.  We greatly appreciate it.  

 

Treasurer’s report was read and reviewed.  Motion made by Laurie Knoll, second by Adam Tyberendt, to 

accept report as written.  Motion carried.    

 

Timecards and church bills were read and reviewed.  Motion made by Adam Tyberendt, second by Laurie 

Knoll, to accept the expenses.  Motion carried. 

 

Pastor’s September expense report was reviewed.  Motion made by Pat Brandt, second by Adam 

Tyberendt, to accept.  Motion carried. 

 

Illinois South Conference – Pastor informed us that our Conference minister Pastor Johnson will be 

coming to the senior potluck to talk about various topics within the church/conference. 

 

Pastor’s Report – He says it feels great to see everyone back in church and he is so thankful.  St. John’s 

Day was a smashing success.  We will be having five new members joining the church.  Everyone keep 

up the good work! 

 

Pat Brandt mentioned the after-school program is going very well. They have 18 kids coming and they 

really love powdered donuts.  Don’t forget to support the women’s fellowship pie stand this coming 

weekend.  The Kristkindlemart is getting ramped up.  We have 10 paid vendors already with hopefully 

more to come.  Pat is meeting with Bethany Prange to help with advertising to help get this event more 

publicity.  Be sure to come support the event.  All money raised from table rentals will be used to 

purchase gifts for two needy families in our community.  The event is December 1st. 

 

Lisa Maurer spoke about the Media Team meeting. Bethany is working on creating a graphic and blurb 

about everything that our church does to help showcase the many organizations in the church and what all 

we do.  We will be getting a new website soon.  Things are going well.  The ladies’ Bible study was a big 

success.  The next meeting will be Monday the 14th at Faye Birk’s house.  The organization will be called 

the Pew Sisters. 

 

Old Business: 

• St. Joe’s Report – Pastor says things are going well.  They voted and have decided to make Pastor 

their official pastor!  Way to go!      

• Maintenance Committee – Elms Home Improvement will start any day.  Workday will be this 

Saturday 8-12.  Budget for this work day will be covered by an anonymous donor.  Thank you for 

your generosity. 

• 5th Sunday Offering - We will be thinking about who will receive December’s Fifth Sunday offering.  

If you have someone in mind feel free to contact a council member. 
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• Eden Seminary Student – Paperwork has been submitted and they have approved us.  They do not 

have a student for us yet but will have one for us next year.  Money needed to pay for the student will 

be paid for by an anonymous donor.  Thank you so much for your generosity. 

• Vision Planning – January 12th 

• Snow Removal – Drew Watts will be taking on the job of removing snow from the grounds.  Motion 

made by Adam Tyberendt, second by Pat Brandt, to pay him $10/HOUR. Motion carried.  

 

New Business: 

• Nominations for incoming church board – The list brought to us by the nominating committee was 

reviewed.  Motion made by Freeman Borcharding, second by Charlie Eckerty, to approve all the 

names given.  Letters will be going out to ask those folks if they would be interested in participating.   

 

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Laurie Knoll, second by Jay Mueller, to 

adjourn. Motion carried.  Meeting closed with The Lord’s Prayer.                 

 

Laurie Knoll, Secretary 

 

 

St. John's Women's Fellowship - November 7, 2019 

 

St. John's Women's Fellowship met on November 7, 2019, with 42 present.  Mary Graham, President 

opened the meeting and Pastor Poole gave a prayer.  We were excited to see new and familiar faces after 

inviting all women to attend our Salad Potluck. Thanks also for adding to our selection of salads and 

desserts. 
 

Sue Taylor gave the Treasurer's report showing a balance of $2,638.11 at the end of October.  Jennifer 

Johnson moved to accept the report and Joyce Kuergeleis seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 

Linda Schmidt gave the Secretary's report in Connie Turner’s absence.  Pat Brandt made the motion to 

accept the report and Karen Schwarze seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

Chairmen Reports: 

• Kriskringlemart/Vendor Show/Quilt Show – December 1 - We have at least 28 vendors interested in 

participating in Kriskringlemart.  We will also need extra cookies from everyone for the vendors as in 

previous years.  Snack items are also welcome.  Thank you to Pat Brandt and Joyce Kuergeleis for 

their efforts. Sharon Glessner reported on the quilt show to include other types of handiwork such as 

doilies.  Extra help will be needed to set up the show after church service.  The handiwork items will 

be displayed on standing drying racks. 

• Shut In Bags – will be put together on December 7th at 8:00 AM. The list of items to give was shared 

with the group so everyone could sign up to bring something.  Cookies are needed as in the past and 

some are bringing fresh fruit.       

• Fastnacht – Women’s Fellowship will once again sponsor the raffle and country store offered at 

Fastnacht. 

• Mothers and Others Banquet – Will be held Sunday, May 17, 2020 after church.  The theme will be 

an Old Fashioned Church Picnic and honor the women of the church. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

• Mary Graham highlighted the women’s fellowship donations made to the various organizations 

throughout the year. 

• November birthdays for Pat Brandt and Shari Langsdorf were recognized. 
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• A discussion was held regarding the purchase of a gas grill for the church.  On a motion by Sandy 

Tutka seconded by Jennifer Johnson, Pastor was given approval to spend up to $250. Motion carried. 

• The stoves in the kitchen need attention. A suggestion was made to contact Jim Broshears to look at 

them and make repairs up to $500 while there, upon a motion made by Jennifer Johnson and 

seconded by Sue Taylor.  Motion carried.  
 

Brenda Johnson made a motion to adjourn and Sharon Glessner seconded it.  Motion passed.  
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  Joyce Kuergeleis and Linda Schmidt were the hostesses for the 

evening.   
  

Linda Schmidt, Acting Secretary 

 

  

 

 

We have a new graphic for the Pew 

Sisters   The December meeting is 

Monday, December 16, at 7 

p.m.  Lisa Maurer is hosting. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sonshine Group Report: 

 

The Sonshine group met on November 19, 2019, for their potluck and Bible study. 

 

The message this month was “Does God answer prayers?”  There was a page on scriptures pertaining to 

prayer.  These were discussed and participants picked the ones they liked best.   

 

God does not always answer prayers the way we want, but he always listens.  We know he has listened to 

us by the way we feel afterwards. 

 

Yvonne Gilbert 
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Picture Directories are ready for pick up.  They will be in the back of Church 

for the next few weeks.  If you did not get your picture in the Directory and 

would like to purchase one they are available for $12.00.  See a board member 

for pickup. 

 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

December 1 –  Harper Rohlfing’s Baptism 

Quilt Show in Church 

  Vendor Show in Church Hall 

  Christmas Walk in Maeystown 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR CHOIR PRACTICES  

December 2 –  Media Team meeting @ 6:00p.m. 

                        Church Board meeting @ 7:00p.m 

December 4 –  Afterschool @ 3:30p.m. 

Adult Bible Study Weekly at the Parsonage led by Pastor from 6:30-7:30        

Adult Choir @ 7:30p.m. 

December 7 –  Shut Bags prepared by Women’s Fellowship in Church Hall @ 8:00a.m. 

December 8 –  Budget meeting immediately following Church Service 

                        Children’s & Youth Choir after Sunday School 

December 11 – Afterschool @ 3:30p.m. 

              Adult Bible Study at the Parsonage – 6:30-7:30p.m. 

                          Adult Choir @ 7:30p.m. 

December 15 – Children’s & Youth Choir after Sunday School 

Sunday School Christmas Program @ 6:00p.m. Please bring a plate of Cookies.  

Santa will pay us a visit. 

December 16 -  Bingo @ Oak Hill @ 2:00p.m. 

  Pew Sister meeting @ 7:00p.m. at Lisa Maurer’s 

December 17 – NO Sonshine Group- See you in January           

December 18 – Afterschool @ 3:30p.m. – Last one till January 8, 2020 

             Adult Bible Study at the Parsonage – 6:30-7:30p.m. 

                         Adult Choir @ 7:30p.m. 

December 20 – Valmeyer School lets out for Christmas Vacation 

December 22 – NO Children’s & Youth Choir after Sunday School-Resumes January 5, 2020 

                         Christmas Caroling – YPL meet at Church Hall at 3:00p.m. to carol at Nursing Homes. 

             Christmas Caroling – All others meet at Church at 5:30p.m. 

Christmas Caroling – Social Committee Party at Hank & Lily’s Creekside at 6:00p.m.  

ALL ARE WELCOME!!!!!! 

December 24 – Christmas Eve Service @ 11:00p.m. 

December 25 – Christmas Day Service @ 10:00a.m. – MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!! 

December 29 – NO Children’s & Youth Choir after Sunday School-Resumes January 5, 2020 

December 31 – HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!!!  See you next year!!! 

 

January 2 –  Women’s Fellowship @ 7:00p.m. 

January 5 – Children’s & Youth Choir after Sunday School 

January 6 –  Church Board meeting @ 7:00p.m. 

January 7 – Fleet Feet meeting @ 10:00a.m. 

January 8 – Afterschool @ 3:30p.m. 

         Adult Bible Study at the Parsonage – 6:30-7:30p.m. 

                 Adult Choir @ 7:30p.m. 

January 9 –  Men’s Group meeting @ 6:00 – Location to be announced!!!! 

January 12 – Vision meeting from 11:00-2:00p.m. 

January 19 –  Annual Meeting immediately following Church Service 

 

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE:  Dec. 1  Beth   Jan. 5  Katie 
    Dec. 8  Dawson  Jan. 12  Megan 
    Dec. 15 Jessica   Jan. 19  Rylee 
    Dec. 22 Clay   Jan. 26  Dawson 
    Dec. 29 AJ                       (6) 



St. John News and Notes 

 

Baptisms:  

 

November 3, 2019 - Noah William Marcellus 

Rusteberg, Son of David and Amanda Rusteberg 

 

Weddings:  

 

11-2-2019 – Laura Whelan and Bradley Wilson 

 

In the Nursing Home or Assisted Living: 

 

                  Oak Hill - Waterloo 

                  Elaine Hoerr 

      Wilma Johnson 

      Elveria Miller 

                  Garden Place - Waterloo 

                  Marvin & Catherine Hoffmann  

                  Ellen Kuergeleis  

                  Carmelita Sensel 

                   

Military:   

 

Caleb Buchanan, Jacob Rey, Andrew Schaefer, 

Austin & Dillon Scheibe & Krista Wandro.  

Thank you all for your service! 

 

Sympathy:  

 

We, at St. John’s, express our sincere sympathy 

to the family of Virginia Schwarze as they 

mourn the loss of Virginia. 

 

Also, to the family of John Bertram as they 

mourn the loss of John. 

                     

Prayer List:  

 

Caleb Hicks, Kate Edler, Gerry Schilling, Brian 

Schmitt, Allen Mattingly (Brenda Rey’s 

Brother), Lloyd Brandt, Patty Cissell (Robin 

Edler’s Mom), Rhonda Tockstein, Jenny Berg, 

Jay Mueller, Tim Branson, Roger Vogt, Jim 

Davis, Ronnie Schultheis & Bill & Carol 

Roseman  

 

Special Birthday: 

 

Happy Birthday to Carol Bay who turns 85 on 

December 16th!   

 

                                             

Special Anniversaries:  

 

• Manlee & Joanne Knobloch will celebrate 

49 years on December 5th. 

 

• Raymond & Nancy Reed II will celebrate 53 

years on December 17th.  

 

 A Big Thank You!! 

We want to thank everyone that helped put 

together our Christkindlmarkt, even if it was in a 

small way, everything that was done is greatly 

appreciated. We had vendors/crafters upstairs 

and down, so it took a lot to clear out the 'stuff' 

in order to put up tables. We had over thirty 

crafters/vendors but we don't have that many 

tables therefore some of the last crafters that 

signed up had to bring their own table. 

 

We were very satisfied how it all turned out. For 

Christkindlmarkt, some of you brought things 

such as nutcrackers or angels for the displays, 

cookies, fruit, etc., for our vendors/crafters to 

snack on, some came to help set up and others 

helped to get the hall back in order after the 

event. 

 

We also had folks sampling Kinderpunsch, 

which disappeared in short order. 

 

In addition, y'all pitched in by bringing (and 

picking up) your quilts and doilies. 

BTW...church looked great with all the quilts 

and doilies, and in addition to that, the church 

was once again beautifully decorated for 

Christmas. 

 

THANKS EVERYONE! 

 

Joyce & Patti 
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Sunday School Report: 

 

Balance Forward 9/27/19 .......................................................................................................... $1,494.97 

 

Receipts: 

   Offering ....................................................................................................................................... 165.25 

   St. John’s Day ............................................................................................................................. 132.00 

 

Expenses: ......................................................................................................................................... 66.00 

 

Balance 11/23/19 ...................................................................................................................... $1,726.22 

 

Savings 9/30/19 ........................................................................................................................... 3,634.98 

 

                                                                                                                        Dorothy Mueller, Secretary 

 

The Visitor Report: 

 

Beginning Balance ....................................................................................................................... $355.33 

 

Income  .........................................................................................................................................  $25.00 

Dorothy Matzenbacher - ...............................................................................................................  $25.00 

 

Expenses - .....................................................................................................................................  $54.28 

U.S. Postmaster  ............................................................................................................................. $54.28 

 

Ending Balance -  ......................................................................................................................... $326.05 

 

Thanks to Dorothy Matzenbacher for your generous Visitor donation.  Greatly Appreciated!!!!!   

 

                                                                                                                                   Faye Birk, Treasurer 

 

 

General Fund Financial 

 

September Receipts ................................................................................................................. $19,898.56   

Transfer from Memorial Fund .................................................................................................... 8,000.00 

September Expenses ................................................................................................................. 16,151.52 

Balance on Hand 9-30-2019 ................................................................................................... $11,747.07  

 

 
     
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY to….. 

 

Manlee & Joann Knobloch Dec. 5 

Justin & Samantha Boman Dec. 15 

Aaron & Sherri Voelker  Dec. 16 

Raymond II & Nancy Reed Dec. 17  

Jay & Dawn Leber  Dec. 20 

Jeffrey & Coley Hoffmann Dec. 20 

Darren & Amanda Knobloch Dec. 20 

Paul & Denise Faus  Dec. 28 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul & Wendy Hill  Jan. 4 

Brian & Brenda Johnson Jan. 15 

 

       Happy  

     Anniversary  

       To all! 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to…. 

 

Kody Schwarze   Dec. 1 

Jenny Klinkhardt  Dec. 2 

Wyatt Liefer   Dec. 2 

Charles Birk   Dec. 3 

Alan Wischmeyer  Dec. 3 

Judy Krebel   Dec. 5 

Denise Faus   Dec. 5 

Brad Edler   Dec. 5 

Jacob Berg   Dec. 5 

Glenn Coats   Dec. 6 

Paul Nilges   Dec. 6 

Julie Roy   Dec. 6 

Ellen Edler   Dec. 7 

Haley Faus   Dec. 7 

Karina Hesterberg  Dec. 7 

Amanda Marie Panzau  Dec. 7 

Cole Goldschmidt  Dec. 8 

Amber Langsdorf  Dec. 11 

Peyton Dressel   Dec. 11 

Mason Knobloch  Dec. 12 

Corey Blackwell  Dec. 14 

Yvonne Gilbert   Dec. 15 

Brian Johnson   Dec. 15 

Carol Bay   Dec. 16 

Sandy Tutka   Dec. 16 

Bill Huddleston   Dec. 16  

Dr. Shannon Krebel  Dec. 17 

Christopher Brigance  Dec. 18 

Tony Stirnaman   Dec. 18 

Jill Crouch   Dec. 19 

Emily Reinhardt  Dec. 19 

Leslie Rush   Dec. 20 

Clyde Branson   Dec. 21 

Gwenivere Evans  Dec. 21 

Connie Matzenbacher  Dec. 22 

Elizabeth Shrewsbury  Dec. 22 

Jessica Floarke   Dec. 25 

Dr. James Schmuck  Dec. 26 

Lexy Edler   Dec. 26 

Brett Mueller   Dec. 27 

Anthony Schultheis  Dec. 27 

Brandon Kruse   Dec. 27 

Andrea Blackwell  Dec. 28 

Faith Bertram   Dec. 30 

Matthew Albat   Dec. 30 

Noah Klinkhardt  Dec. 30 

Angela Finch   Dec. 31 

Katlyn Mohl   Dec. 31 

 

Toni Michels   Jan. 4 

Joseph Feldker   Jan. 4 

Bob Edler   Jan. 4 

 

 

 

 

Tina Marie Buchanan  Jan. 4 

Andrew Stafford  Jan. 5 

Rebecca Coats   Jan. 8 

Alisha Stafford   Jan. 8 

Amanda Rusteberg  Jan. 9 

Michael Scott Schultheis Jan. 10 

William Michael Manning Jan. 10 

Justin Sam Boman  Jan. 11 

Danny Hoffmann  Jan. 12 

Aaron Brigance   Jan. 12 

Lyle Schwarze   Jan. 14 

Justin Rohlfing   Jan. 14 

Jennifer Faus   Jan. 14 

Samantha Boman  Jan. 14 

Bradley Matthew Wilson Jan. 15 

 

 

           

True Christian Christmas 

Christmas isn’t showy gifts 
 Or glittering decoration; 

 It’s honoring our Savior, Jesus Christ 
 In humble adoration. 

It’s serving those less fortunate, 
 Meeting their needs before our own; 
 It’s making sure at Christmas time 

 That no one is alone. 

It’s taking what we would have spent 
 On things that no one needs, 
 And using it to help someone 
 With service and good deeds. 

Our Savior showed us how to live 
 With charity, faith and service. 

 It makes the holidays a joy, 
 More peaceful, and less nervous. 

So let’s remember Christmas is 
 About our Savior’s birth; 

 That’s the way to happiness, 
 The way to peace on earth. 

By Joanna Fuchs 
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Church:   618-458-6940 

Pastor’s Cell Phone:  618-340-2372 

Website:  maeystownucc.org 

Website updates to Jennifer Albat @ maeystownucc@gmail.com   

“Like” us on Facebook @ https://www.facebook.com/maeystownucc    
 

 

Thought for the day: 

"God gave us memory so that we might have roses in December."  
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