The Visitor
November 2021

Halloween Fun in Maeystown
A fun Halloween night was enjoyed when children gathered at the church to trick or treat through
the village and eventually ending up at the Civic Park to enjoy the firepit, chili and other fixings.

Pastor’s Reflection – The Tower of Babel!
What a great story in our Bible to learn from! Kathy and I were hanging out last night talking about, of all things,
the Tower of Babel. The story was a little fuzzy for both of us and we were not clear about the meaning of it all.
Why would God have a problem with them building a tall building to reach up to heaven, and was this Babel
scenario a punishment for something? So I got to work this morning to answer these questions.
Genesis 11:1-9 11Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as they migrated from the
east,* they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to one another, ‘Come, let us
make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.’ And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4Then they said,
‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves;
otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.’ 5The LORD came down to see the city and
the tower, which mortals had built. 6And the LORD said, ‘Look, they are one people, and they have all one
language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be
impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there, so that they will not understand one
another’s speech.’ 8So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off
building the city. 9Therefore it was called Babel, because there the LORD confused* the language of all the earth;
and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.
After refreshing my memory by reading the passage in Geneses I was still left with questions. Why would God use
this time to spread his people around the world and give them different languages? Is this simply a story to explain
how the many languages and countries came to be? Or is it a much deeper story to bring wisdom that lasts through
the ages?
Let’s look at the broader story. This story happens some four generations after Noah’s ark and the great flood that
killed all but Noah and his family. The king that leads the people to act in complete unity is no other than Nimrod,
Noah’s great grandson.
Genesis 10:8-10 “Cush became the father of Nimrod; he was the first on earth to become a mighty warrior. 9He
was a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, ‘Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.’ 10The
beginning of his kingdom was Babel,”
Nimrod was a great king in the worldly sense but not in the Godly sense. This great city and tower are a gross
example of misplaced values and not the kind of unity and community building that God was hoping for in the
aftermath of the flood and this new beginning. At the same time of Nimrod’s reign there is another great leader
coming of age. The story of Abraham…. who is now in his 40’s. Abraham became the faithful self-sacrificing
leader that honors God and God’s commandment. With Babel falling (and with-it Nimrod) the stage is set for
Abraham to become the father of our faith. We find that as God’s people were scattered to the four corners of the
world and now speaking many different languages the voice still heard is God’s if they have ears to hear and a heart
to build the true kingdom of God. The kind of place we call home. Places that shine with God’s love, grace and
care!
The story of the Tower of Babel is timeless. When we use God’s gift to make monuments to our own greatness
instead of using our gifts and blessings to build the Kingdom of God, we are truly lost. Over the centuries we have
seen great and powerful countries and their leaders fall. What is lasting and of true value we find in the heart of our
faith and in the love and grace we learn from Christ.
I am so blessed to serve our little country church. Our legacy will be future generations that grow up knowing the
love of Christ and the joy of caring for one another putting God and God’s Commandments first!
Blessings! Pastor
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St. John’s UCC Church Council Minutes - September 13, 2021
President Charlie Eckerty called the meeting to order. Those attending were Charlie Eckerty, Susie Brinkmann,
Sandy Tutka, Scott Johnson, Shirley Stafford, Adam Tyberendt, Linda Schmidt and Pastor Poole. Pastor opened
with a prayer.
August 9th Meeting Minutes: Scott Johnson made a motion to accept the minutes and Sandy Tutka seconded the
motion. Motion carried.
August 29th Special Congregational Meeting Minutes: Linda Schmidt made a motion to accept the minutes and
Shirley Stafford seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Susie Brinkmann made a motion to accept the report. Sandy Tutka seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
Bills/Timecard: Linda Schmidt made a motion to accept the bills and timecard as presented. Sandy Tutka
seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Expenses: Shirley Stafford made a motion to accept the expenses presented. Susie Brinkmann seconded
the motion. Motion carried.
Pastor’s Report: Covid has caused a challenging time for Sunday School. The new starting time will allow the
children as well as the teachers to attend most of the morning worship.
OLD BUSINESS
• Parsonage Roof: Brian Elms will be doing the new parsonage roof sometime during November.
• Constitution/Bylaws Changes: We reviewed the final changes recommended by the committee and the
Constitution/ Bylaws is ready to be presented to the congregation. The group of past elders who met to assist
with changes will be asked to review the final proposal prior to presentation to the congregation.
• Church Sound System: Audio Video Concepts from Columbia plans to replace all current equipment, wiring
and speakers. They will be submitting a bid. We are reviewing interested companies to get another bid before
making the final decision.
NEW BUSINESS
• Copier Usage and Contract: Brian Lenhardt from Coast to Coast was at our meeting to discuss the copy and ink
contract. Jennifer Johnson made an analysis of copies and explained the overage situation. As of now we have
exceeded our contract for the color copies and have received an overage invoice of $221.80. The contract is up
for renewal in November so Coast to Coast will allow us to enter into a new contract before the expiration date
Several copy options were available for our choice. After reviewing current usage it was decided to pay the
overage invoice presented and to request 90,000 black copies and 20,000 color copies for the new contract on a
motion by Scott Johnson, seconded by Linda Schmidt. Motion carried.
• Outdoor Services for Fall: We plan to have outdoor services on October 3, 2021 and October 31, 2021,
weather permitting.
• 5th Sunday Offering for October. Scott Johnson made a motion to have our 5th Sunday Offering go to Zach
Wheat. The motion was seconded by Susie Brinkmann and it carried.
• General Account CD coming due October 7th: A certificate of deposit in the amount of $15,317.47 will be
rolled into the savings account while we research the possibilities for investment.
• Nominating Committee Suggestions: The list presented was approved on a motion by Scott Johnson, seconded
by Susie Brinkmann and it carried.
• Building Usage Forms: We had a discussion regarding the building usage forms currently on our website and
decided to table any decision until more information could be provided.
• Fall After School Program/Church Activities: The fall after school program will begin October 13, 2021. All
will follow the covid guidelines similar to what the schools are using. Masks worn inside; no masks required
outside; food will be served.
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•

The Adult Bible Study will resume shortly.

The motion to adjourn was made by Sandy Tutka and seconded by Scott Johnson. Motion carried.
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Linda Schmidt, Secretary
St John Women’s Fellowship - September 2, 2021
14 present. Jennifer Johnson opened the meeting with the Lord’s prayer.
Sue Taylor gave the treasurer’s report showing a balance of 2034.37 at the end of August. Faye Birk made the
motion to accept the report and Barb Wischmeyer seconded. Motion carried.
Ellen Edler gave the Secretary’s report written by Connie Turner. Anna Massie made the motion to accept the
report as read and Joyce Kuergeleis seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Ellen Edler is replacing Connie Turner as the new secretary.
Old Business
Table to the left of the stove is still not available. Omega is having trouble getting stainless steel and could not give
a date as to availability. Sue Taylor was going to check with the other companies that we had prices from and see
availability with them.
Anna Massie reported on the St John’s Day activities. She has a balloon artist, fish pond, limbo game, and she
thought the kids could participate in the cake walk that the Women’s Fellowship was doing. Anna requested help
with decorating on Saturday the day before, help with serving the food on Sunday and hoped that all women would
make some dessert for the cake walk. All members were in agreement to help.
New Business
The Women’s Fellowship will be taking over the job of decoration the Church for Christmas. Lisa Schwarze and
Susan Koesterer had been doing this job for many years, but were ready to give the job up. Thanks for the many
years and great job they did, the church always looked great at Christmas, inside and out. Sue Taylor will check the
decorations that the church has and get back next month to discuss what we have and what we will need to
purchase.
Faye Birk mentioned that the nursing home would like to have donations of prizes for bingo resumed. It was stated
by Sue Taylor that we still had donations of $150.00 from early 2020 for this cause. Faye will purchase prizes with
some of this money and see that they get to the nursing home.
Jennifer Johnson will head the Octoberfest Pie Stand. Pies will again need to be supplied by any women/men of the
church who would like to make some. Final arrangements of the pie stand will be made at the October meeting.
Chairs for the following committees were discussed:
After School Program – 2 people/Wednesday – Faye Birk, Sue Taylor, Michelle Coats, Jennifer Johnson, Joyce
Kuergeleis, Sandy Tutka, Brenda Johnson, Connie Turner, Pat Brandt, Nancy Voelker, and Ellen Edler all
volunteered to assist.
Christkindlemarkt – Pat Brandt, Barb Wischmeyer. Joyce Kuergeleis, and Nancy Voelker
Quilt Show on day of Christkindlemarkt – Cathy Hoffmann, Sharon Glessner
Fastnacht Country Store – Cathy Hoffmann
Easter Breakfast – Faye Birk
Banquet – Sue Taylor
Bingo – Faye Birk, Sandy Tutka
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Sue Taylor expressed her appreciation of all the love and kindness that she has received from the church with the
loss of her husband Bob.
Pastor talked about Sunday School and hopes a new program will help to bring kids to church. The kids will go to
Sunday School at 9:40 and come into church at about 10:15 and have the Children’s sermon. This way the teachers
can still enjoy church.
About 50 kids are coming regularly, but there are another 50 who don’t participate. Pastor wanted the Women’s
Fellowship to help communicate with the parents and encourage them to talk to him if they have any questions or
suggestion.
Jennifer was going to talk to Bonnie Thom from the Human Support Services to come talk at out October meeting.
September birthdays for Barb Wischmeyer, Kathy Hoffmann and Sue Taylor were celebrated by singing Happy
Birthday.
Motion to adjourn was made by Joyce Kuergeleis, and seconded by Pat Brandt, Motion carried.
Pastor closed with a prayer and The Lord’s Prayer. Faye Birk was the hostess for the evening.
Ellen Edler Secretary

    

The Women's Fellowship will once again host a quilt and "fancy work" show
The show will be in the sanctuary on December 5 from noon to 5:00 as a part of the Christkindlmarkt and
Maeystown Christmas celebration. Bring any size quilts, old or new, in pristine condition or well-loved to
be shown that day. Fancy work may include embroidery, crochet, knitting, tatting, etc. Please include
your name, the creator’s name, and any other interesting information about the items. You may bring
items to church that day or drop them off at the hall on Saturday, December 4, between 8:00 and
10:00am. Quilts can be picked up at 5:00 or arrange with us to hold them for you to pick later. Call
Sharon (939-3137) or Cathy (939-8322) for more information.

Dates to Remember
November 14
November 21
November 24
November 25
November 28
December 5

We will celebrate our veterans – Nov. 11 is Veterans Day
Totenfest Sunday – Send Pastor the names of loved ones you’d like recognized
Thanksgiving Eve – No church service this year
Thanksgiving Day
First Sunday of Advent – Holy Communion
Christkindlmarkt at Old Fashioned Maeystown Christmas – details in this newsletter
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Our youth on a mission…..
YPL had the Soda Stand at the Octoberfest 2021. They are raising money for a
mission trip to Colorado where wildfires destroyed 300 square miles in 2019. The
youths’ mission is to travel to Colorado to be a part of Healing the Land.

These photos were taken of volunteers from the Wildlife Restoration Volunteers.
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After School Program - Youth learning and having fun

Blaklee Schwarze & Reagan Johnson ➔

Sunday School Children on Sunday morning
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The Mission Team at work helping others. We’re giving Amanda, David and 2-year-old
Noah’s home a new roof.

Welcome New Members!
Scott and Julie Upchurch
Julie and Scott Upchurch have been married for 30 years now, and live in Waterloo, IL.
“We were married in Maeystown at the church as were both of our parents. We both enjoy golfing, boating,
fishing, and yard work. We have a dog named Bean, and we have one son Michael who recently moved back to
Waterloo from Jefferson City, so we are busy trying to get his older home in shape.”

Luke Andres and Alyssa Pellmann
Luke is originally from Valmeyer and is a pharmacist at St. Louis Children's Hospital. Alyssa is originally from
Millstadt and is a physical therapist at SSM Health PT. We recently moved to Valmeyer together and are getting
married in the church next April. In our free time we enjoy watching Cardinal Baseball and Packer football as well
as spending time with family and friends. We are excited to become members and look forward to getting to know
everyone better."
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News and Notes
Birth:
October 14, 2021 - Wade Robert Wittenbrink
8 lbs. 7 oz. – son of Levi and Jenny Wittenbrink
Baptism:
Ziggy Clemens Hines – son of Jeff Andrew and
Joy Kathryn Hines. Godparents are Steven and Erin
Hoffmann

Visitor Financial Report
Beginning Balance - $369.44
Income Expenses U.S. Postmaster Ending Balance -

$0.00
$52.52
$52.52
$316.92

Fall is in full swing!!! Daylight savings time is
November 7th. Don't forget to turn your clocks
back!!!!

Sympathy:
We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of:
•

•

•

Faye Birk, Treasurer
Pam Roberson passed away October 29, 2021.
Please keep her husband, Terry, in your prayers.
Wanda Quernheim, died on October 4, 2021.

Condolences to her children Michael (Jane)
Quernheim, Lisa (Charles) Fuszner, and
Douglas (Nancy) Quernheim, grandchildren,
great grandchildren and many other relatives
and friends.
Dale Wetzler died on October 18, 2021. Our
prayers for his wife, Violet, and children
Michael (Sheila) Wetzler, Barry (Julie)
Wetzler, and Wayne Wetzler, grandchildren,
great grandchildren and other family and
friends.

Thank You Note
Thanks to everyone that helped make our pie stand a
success at the Octoberfest! Thanks to the
women/men that made pies and to all our wonderful
workers. Thanks to Pastor, Lily, Eli and Charlie for
setting up the stand.
Thanks also to those that weren’t able to bake and
donated money. We couldn’t do this without
everyone. This is our big fundraiser, so again
THANK YOU!!!!
Faye
Church Financial
Beginning Balance
Income
Expenses
Ending Balance

$22,561.99
17,222.89
14,555.87
$25,555.87

(This is a reminder about our Quilt Show
written by Joyce Kuergeleis as appeared in the
Volksblatt)

Christkindlmarkt
And Quilt Show
Mark December 5th on your Calendar this year!
Please join us for Maeystown’s Old Fashioned
German Christmas, and while you’re in town
come up the hill to church for our
Christkindlmarkt and free quilt show in our
beautiful church.
We just started planning our
CHRISTKINDLMARKT and we’ve already got
vendors lined up. I believe (or maybe it’s wishful
thinking) that folks are ready to get back to
normal life once again, and since Christmas 2020
was just not as festive as we are accustomed to,
we want to make up for lost time. Whatever the
case may be, our Christkindlmarkt committee is
hard at it trying to make it better than the last
one.
We are also planning a free quilt show in church.
So come see our church decorated for the
Christmas season and view some beautiful quilts
at the same time. (By Joyce Kuergeleis)
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Nursing Home or Assisted Living:
Oak Hill - Waterloo
Elaine Hoerr
Elveria Miller
Carmelita Sensel
Garden Place - Waterloo
Marvin & Catherine Hoffmann
Judy Tomlinson

Military:
Caleb Buchanan
Jacob Rey
Andrew Schaefer
Austin Scheibe
Dillon Scheibe
Krista Wandro

Thank you
for your
service

•

150TH Anniversary Ornaments still available $10.00

•

Old Hymnals for sale at $10.00. You will find
them in the old School House. Place your money
in the offering.

•

November/December Upper Rooms are in the
back of Church. Please be sure to pick yours up
for your daily Devotional!

•

If you would like to have the Visitor Emailed to
you, please let us know. Contact us at
maeystownucc@gmail.com

```````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````

Prayer List:
•
•
•
•
•

Steve Bergheger is recovering from surgery
Miriam Poston as she recovers from surgery
Aileen Neeley as she battles cancer
Dorothy Mueller as she continues healing
Ben Stork as he continued battling cancer

Continued prayers are needed for Kaylee Muertz, Bill
Schmitz, Bonnie Hoffmann, Elizabeth Meyers, Tim
Branson and Brian Kreher.

St. John UCC Sunday School Report
Bal. Fwd. 7-31-21
Receipts:
St. John’s Day
Offering
Expenses:
Sponsored child (Ch. Intern’l)
Michelle Vogt (tables 385.26,
Bible School 316.84
Balance 10-31-21
(Dorothy Mueller, Secretary)

$2,854.53

145.00
89.00

66.00

Don’t wait until the 4th Thursday in
November to sit with family and
friends to give thanks.
Make every day a day of Thanksgiving!

702.10
$2,320.43
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO…..
Jennifer Rosenkranz
Susan Hoffmann
Justin Knobloch
Kathy Goldschmidt
Dawn Burns
Marvin Hoffmann
Pat Brandt
Renee Steibel
Garrett Rohlfing
Lauren LaFollette
Josh Reinhardt
Maclain Naumann
Raymond Reed II
Connie Turner
Ethan Russell
Marlene Wild
Fay Ross
Riley Skaggs
Ryan Nolan
Markee Voelker
Mark T. Rey
Donny Muertz, Jr.
Cheri Langsdorf
Lisa Schwarze
Nathan Birk
Jake Coats
Katie Marie Ries
Knox Brian Tyberendt
Todd Mathew Jansen
Maren Dolores Vogt
Colby Jensen
Stephanie Keller
Dorothy Schilling
Elizabeth Buchanan
Rowan Evans
Paul Skaggs
Mariah Roland
Jay Whitlock
Nathan Wischmeyer
Dennis Knobloch
David Berg
Diane Mueller
Kyle Hoffmann
Larry Wild
Lauren Jensen
Andrea Asselmeier
Wyatt Engbring
Raegan Eckart
David Rusteberg
David Reese

Nov. 1
Nov. 2
Nov. 3
Nov. 4
Nov. 4
Nov. 4
Nov. 4
Nov. 4
Nov. 4
Nov. 5
Nov. 5
Nov. 5
Nov. 6
Nov. 6
Nov. 7
Nov. 8
Nov. 8
Nov. 8
Nov. 8
Nov. 9
Nov. 9
Nov. 11
Nov. 12
Nov. 12
Nov. 13
Nov. 15
Nov. 15
Nov. 15
Nov. 16
Nov. 16
Nov. 18
Nov. 18
Nov. 19
Nov. 19
Nov. 19
Nov. 20
Nov. 20
Nov. 21
Nov. 21
Nov. 22
Nov. 22
Nov. 22
Nov. 23
Nov. 25
Nov. 27
Nov. 27
Nov. 29
Nov. 29
Nov. 30
Nov. 30

Kody Schwarze
Jenny Klinkhardt

Dec. 1
Dec. 2

Wyatt Liefer
Charles Birk
Alan Wischmeyer
Judy Krebel
Denise Faus
Brad Edler
Jacob Berg
Glenn Coats
Paul Nilges
Julie Roy
Cody Schmitz
Ellen Edler
Haley Faus
Karina Hesterberg
Amanda Marie Panzau
Cole Goldschmidt
Amber Marie Wolf
Peyton Dressel
Mason Knobloch
Corey Blackwell
Yvonne Gilbert
Brian Johnson

Dec. 2
Dec. 3
Dec. 3
Dec. 5
Dec. 5
Dec. 5
Dec. 5
Dec. 6
Dec. 6
Dec. 6
Dec. 6
Dec. 7
Dec. 7
Dec. 7
Dec. 7
Dec. 8
Dec. 11
Dec. 11
Dec. 12
Dec. 14
Dec. 15
Dec. 15

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO….
Charles & Becky Schaefer
Brad & Kate Edler
Bradley & Laura Wilson
Tim & Mary Headrick
Toni & John Michels
Ben & Darlene Yancey
Jeremy & Renee Steibel
Charles & Faye Birk
Jeremy & Katie Ries
Merrill & Sheryl Prange
Randy & Lynne Hicks
Chris & Kristine Voelker

Nov. 1
Nov. 1
Nov. 2
Nov. 3
Nov. 3
Nov. 8
Nov. 8
Nov. 13
Nov. 14
Nov. 22
Nov. 27
Nov. 30

Jenny Louise & Levi M. Wittenbrink Nov. 30

Manlee & Joann Knobloch
Justin & Samantha Boman

Dec. 5
Dec. 15

Happy
Thanksgiving
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Send email updates, photos & group descriptions to maeystownucc@gmail.com
Church: 618-458-6940
Pastor’s Cell Phone: 618-340-2372
Website: www.maeystownucc.org
pastorpoole123@gmail.com
“Like” us on Facebook @ https://www.facebook.com/maeystownucc
Thought for the day:
God-fidence: It’s what you get when you put your trust in God and
you are confident that He has your back.

