The Visitor
June 2022

Pastor’s Reflection
Hear the bells calling!
Hear the bells calling you to join in worship! This May has been a wonderful time of worshiping
together and living the mission of the church. We celebrated three baptisms. Our Mother’s Day service
was outside and fantastic! This coming Sunday will be Memorial Sunday and we will be honored our
beloved service men and women that have made their journey home to our father in heaven. We had
our Hike, Bike and Run! In short, we had an absolutely wonderful May in the life of the church.
Looking forward to June we will have VBS, Father’s Day, and the Youth Mission Trip to Colorado.
This recap of May is not better than the prior months, just more present in my mind. I am sharing this
glimpse into the life of the church for a few very important reasons.
Take a journey with me in your imagination. I want you to hear the bells in your imagination… they
are calling us to worship together. If you have been one of the many families that have responded to
the call of the bells, your presence has been a gift in which we all rejoice! If you have been hearing the
bells but not yet found your way home into the loving presence of the sweet spirit of the Lord, know
we are eagerly awaiting your return home to us. You, as all our members, have a special place that
only you can fill. Let the sound of the bells call you into a world that is more powerful than the
brokenness of the world. Our hearts break as the reports of yet another tragic shooting occurs. CNN
Reports.
Texas school shooting
Families of the 19 students and two teachers killed in a shooting at a Texas elementary school
have begun to make funeral arrangements for their loved ones.
Mrs. Irma Garcia loved her students.
CNN has confirmed through a GoFundMe site set up to raise funds
for funeral expenses and family needs.
Garcia was a wife and mother to four children, the GoFundMe
campaign said.
"Sweet, kind, loving. Fun with the greatest personality. A wonderful
4th grade teacher at Robb Elementary that was a victim in a Texas
school shooting in Uvalde, Texas. She sacrificed herself protecting the kids in her classroom. She was
a hero. She was loved by many and will truly be missed," the campaign said.
Garcia's nephew, John Martinez, told The Washington Post that officials informed the family that she
helped shield students from the gunfire.

"I want her to be remembered as someone who sacrificed her life and put her life on the line for her
kids," Martinez told the Post on Wednesday. "They weren't just her students. Those were her kids, and
she put her life on the line, she lost her life to protect them. That's the type of person she was."
Our heart breaks for the loss. As we search for answers listen for the bells. They are calling out to us.
The solutions to this epidemic of mass murders that has plagued this country for the last decade may be
found in the ringing of the bells. A country that no longer hears the bells is a country that has no way
to check the forces of evil. Evil has many faces, racism, self-righteousness, hatred, false ideas of what
make a man or women of character, love of power, materialism. Our young people are inundated with
images of violence, hyper sexualized images, and values that lead to ruin. The noise will drown out the
faint sound of the bells. However, if you listen close you can hear them calling us to a simple but
profoundly powerful message of love. The values celebrated in the house where the bell tolls are of
self-sacrifice, giving and caring deeply, grace, integrity. We honor one another as we are, flaws and all,
God made us and that is perfect. This past month is a shining example of life lived outside the culture
that would tell our children they will never be rich enough, strong enough, beautiful enough to meet
the false values of today’s society. The joy in the faces of the children, parents and our faith
community come from being in the culture of Gospel. The simple ringing of the bells represents a huge
truth that is more powerful than all the evil and false values. We celebrate an overwhelming truth that
we are made whole in Christ and our joy is through the roof when we live out our calling to love one
another. When we use our God given talents to elevate one another the bells ring out! The world is no
longer listening to the bells, but you hear them and that is a great thing. Let you and I invite all to hear
them with us. They to can be a part of what we love!
Blessings,
Pastor

Joyce and Nancy replaced
plants and refreshed the
landscaping around the
church. Thank You!

(2)

St. John’s UCC Church Council Minutes - April 11, 2022
President Christy Muertz called the meeting to order. Those attending were Lisa Schwarze, Sandy Tutka,
Christy Muertz, Sharon Bergheger, Andrew Watts, Cheri Langsdorf, Shirley Stafford, Linda Schmidt and Pastor
Poole. Pastor opened with a prayer.
March 14, 2022 Meeting Minutes: Shirley Stafford made a motion to accept the minutes and Lisa Schwarze
seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Bills/Timecards: Pastor’s Expense: Linda Schmidt made the motion to accept all reports
listed, seconded by Sandy Tutka and it carried.
Pastor’s Report: A letter of transfer has been received from Kevin and Linda Hirsch and Linda’s daughter to St.
John Evansville, Il. New member class will start in May. Details are in place for May 7th for the yearly Hike
and Bike event. Registration is still open.
OLD BUSINESS
Sound System and Hooking up Bell Tower: Pastor Poole will check with the Audio Visual group who
submitted a bid earlier to find out how long their bid is good. Charlie Eckerty is working with another company
that will give a second bid. There is no question something needs to be done with the existing system and
replacing it is the thought. After the bids are firm a congregational meeting will be necessary for further
discussion and decision.
Parsonage Roof: Weather permitting Brian Elms will replace the parsonage roof soon.
90 Day Review: Nicole Koch’s 90-day review has been completed and she will receive her increase in salary to
$15.00 per hour on a motion made by Cheri Langsdorf and seconded by Drew Watts. Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS
Communion: A discussion was held regarding how communion will be distributed post covid. We will
continue with the small containers and distribute them with the communion trays for Good Friday and Easter,
and have individual servings available for Mother’s Day which is being held outdoors.
Joyce Sliment Trust: A letter has been received from an attorney notifying the church we are named in the
Joyce Sliment Trust. Nothing needs to be done at this time but the church council decided to request a copy of
the Trust Agreement to file for the future.
Recognizing Children’s Birthday: A discussion was held about recognizing young children for their
birthdays. On a motion made by Shirley Stafford and seconded by Sharon Bergheger it was decided they stand
up during the children’s sermon and be recognized. Motion carried.
Water leak by bathroom in the church: With the heavy rains we have been having rain water has made its way
through the shingle roof on the east side of the church. It may be necessary to replace that roof. Thanks to
Brian Elms for repairing it.
Cemetery Board: The cemetery board has hired a lawn service to assist Eric for the mowing season.
Cheri Langsdorf made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Sharon Bergheger seconded the motion. Motion
carried. The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Linda Schmidt, Secretary

Happy Father’s Day
(3)

Women’s Fellowship - April 7, 2022
The meeting was called to order by President Faye Birk. There were 12 members and Pastor present.
Pastor opened with a prayer.
Sue Taylor gave the treasurer’s report with an ending balance of 1920.71. The motion to accept was
made by Connie and seconded by Pat. Motion carried.
The Secretary’s report was read by Ellen Edler. The motion to accept was made by Anna and seconded
by Sandy. Motioned carried.
The table on the right side of the stove is installed and fits perfectly. The new knives and holding block
have arrived and will be put in the closet for safety.
All the slots for after school program were filled till the beginning of May.
The Easter breakfast was discussed and Sandy, Barb, and Sue will get the coffee ready and help set up
the dining room.
The Hike and Bike will feature a 5K, 10K, ½ Marathon and kids Fun Run on May 7th along with the
normal Hike and Bike. We will need to supply people to help with the water stations, along with
supplying fruit for the walkers. St Joe will be supplying the food. Faye volunteered to bring a case of
water and some dixie cups. All participants will be starting at Church. More will be discussed at the
May meeting.
Mile marker signs will be purchased for the church women who have passed this year. Nancy
Hornbeck and Elveria Miller will be listed on a sign. We will again pay for advertising on the back of
the T shirts.
Sue talked about the Women’s Banquet that she was looking at having in October or November. More
information will be available at the next meetings.
The September meeting was discussed again and Sandy and Faye will be bringing the salad and dessert
for the noon luncheon with pastor furnishing the meat for about 25 women.
Discussion to have guest speakers come to the meeting was had. A motion to make a contribution to
their organization of 100.00 was made by Nancy and seconded by Barb.
Connie will contact Age Smart to have them come as a guest speaker at our October meeting.
Pastor again thanked the group for all the help they give to the church.
Brenda read a humerus letter called “Letter Home to Grandson”,
There were no April birthdays so a motion was made by Sue and seconded by Barb to adjourn. Motion
carried. Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Ellen Edler Secretary
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Attached is the schedule for summer Sunday School.
We Still Need Some Help with SUNDAY SCHOOL this Summer!
Thank you all for jumping in to help!

This summer we will be returning to one combined class for the summer
months. We will need 1-2 parent volunteers each week to work with one of our
teachers to help this be a success like it has been in the past.
If you are available to help with Summer Sunday School, please let Pastor know
which date works for you! The dates we have available are:
Just a few more dates to fill!
June 12 Kate Edler
June 19 Lauren Jensen
June 26 Open
July 3 Open
July 10 Open
July 17 Christy Muertz

July 24 Lauren Jensen
July 31 Jennifer Albat
August 7 Open
August 14 Jennifer Albat
August 21 Kate Edler
August 28 Lauren Jensen

There will not be Sunday School on September 4. We will kick off the next year of Sunday School on
September 11 with our annual St. John's Day celebration so be sure to save the date!

Upcoming Events
•

St. John’s VBS will be held May 31 - June 3.

•

The Colorado Mission Trip team will be gone June 8-15. Please keep them in your prayers for safe travels
and a blessed trip.

•

Pew Sisters will meet on June 20th at Shirley Stafford’s home.

•

The church hall will be unavailable June 27-29 due to the Election on June 28.

Acolytes Schedule
June
5 - Lucas Blackwell & Derek Knoll
12 - Jake Coats
19 - Hudson Brandt & Cole Dilley
26 - Andrew Stafford & Ashlyn Crouch



July
3 - Landen Johnson & Owen Carron
10 - Lilly Carron & Kylee Muertz
17 - Jackie Keller & Dallen Edler
24 - Rowan Schilling & Drake Coats
31 - Maddie Huddleston & Caden Huddleston

Keep faith in God through all times. HE will pull us through !
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St. John’s News and Notes
Baptisms:
Blessings to the three babies baptized in the month
of May:
•
•

•

Wade Wittenbrink, baptized May 8, son of Levi
and Jenny Wittenbrink
Maren Birk, on May 15, daughter of Nathan
and Julie Birk
Owen Schreder, on May 22, son of Tony and
Sara Schreder

Prayer List:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allison Ford has a non-cancerous brain
tumor with great complications.
Ellen Heavener as she is treated for thyroid
cancer.
Tim Branson in his battle with cancer.
Scott Stoeckel, as he battles cancer.
Ramona Oxmann, she is receiving cancer
treatments.
Renesmae Brown, she is 3 years old, has
autism and now seizures.
Kathy Fitch, treatment for cancer.
Pat Berry is recovering from surgery.
Jen Thompson is battling cancer.
Aileen Neeley in your prayers as she
battles cancer.
Zack Wheat.
Continued prayers are needed for the
following members: Kaylee Muertz,
Elizabeth Meyers, and Brian Kreher.

Special Birthdays:
• Breck Rohlfing hits double digits on June 8
and Wyatt Braun joins him on June 13.
• Kristine Voelker joins the fabulous 50 club
on June 22.
• Amy Hicks turns 30 on June 25 and Amy
Faus is right behind her on June 30.
• William Roseman turns 81 years young on
June 28.
• Jacquelyn Keller becomes a teenager on
June 30.
Special Anniversaries:
• Happy 20th Anniversary to LJ & Jennifer
Rosenkranz on June 1.

•
•

Happy Golden Anniversary to Paul &
Jackie Hoffmann who celebrate 50 years of
marriage on June 10.
Special Anniversary wishes to Marvin &
Nancy Schilling who celebrate 55 years of
marriage on June 17

Thank You from the Scholarship Committee
The Scholarship Committee would like to say
THANK YOU to Freeman and Ginny Borcharding
and the family of Ruth Stumpf (on behalf of the
love and care from Faye Birk) for their $1,000
donations. We would also like to say Thank You to
our anonymous donor for their annual donation and
for starting this scholarship fund. Your donations
are helping our youth continue their educational
goals. We appreciate you!
The Scholarship Committee reports that this year
members of the Scholarship Committee awarded
2022 Graduate Rylee Rosenkranz with a $1,000 Pay
It Forward Scholarship. Rylee’s future educational
goals are to attend the Midwest Institute and
become a Vet Tech after graduating from college.
When asked what her involvement in church
activities over the past several years have been and
how it has molded her into the person she is today.
Riley’s response was: “I have been helping raise
money so the youth group can go plant trees in
Colorado and I have helped set up for the spaghetti
dinner at church and with that we have raised a
large amount of money to help pay for all the costs
to go to Colorado. Since this planning of the trip it
has showed me that I need to stop and help out a
few more people and it has helped me open up to
new people and help them out as well.” We wish
Riley continued success in life’s journey and
congratulate her on all of her accomplishments.
The Scholarship Committee:
Lisa Maurer, Michelle Vogt , Connie Turner, Adam
Tyberendt and Paul Skaggs

The way we live is often
more convincing than the
words we say.
(Billy Graham)
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Hike & Bike Report:

Maher Trust Report:

The Hike & Bike raised $3864.00 for Hoyleton
Youth and Family Services. Thank you to
everyone who donated money, helped before,
during or after, and participated by walking and
running. We received nothing but positive
feedback from those that participated. Now to
make it bigger and better next year.

Bal. Fwd.
Income:
NOW Interest
State Bank CD Interest
Edward Jones Interest

$33,405.66
19.94
595.49
889.59
1,505.02

Expenses:
Music Director
780.00
Pension Fund
4,000.00
Gateway FS Fertilizer
1,621.30
Sunday School 2021 Distribution. 755.00
Kindercottage playground eqpt. 1,000.00
DuBois Ctr – Capital project
2,000.00
10,156.30
Bal. 4/30/2022

$24,754.32
Linda Schmidt, Treasurer

May Visitor Report:
Beginning Balance

$619.69

Income Expense U.S. Postage Ending Balance

$0.00
$52.02
$567.67

Summer is just around the corner!!! Have a
GREAT one!!!!
Faye Birk, Treasurer
Sunday School Checking:
Beginning Balance May 1, 2022
Income Expense Ending Balance May 31, 2022

$1,655.02
$0.00
$0.00
$1655.02

Sunday School Savings Account:
Beginning Balance May 1, 2022
$5906.44
Income $0.00
Expense $0.00
Ending Balance of May 31, 2022 - $5906.44
Faye Birk, Treasurer
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A Couple More Confirmation Pictures…..
Drake Coats
Dallen Edler
Evan Hill
Maddie Huddleston
Jackie Keller
Chloe LaFollette
Kaylee Muertz and
Cody Schmitz

Walk by Faith
Shine Your light, O Lord, so that I may see,
just where I am heading and what is in front of me.
Your word is the light, the lamp unto my feet,
It may not light far ahead, nor show me where it’s steep.
But it gives enough light for each step I take,
Just enough to see ahead along this road of faith.
For this is what it surely is as we walk with Jesus Christ,
The road that we are travelling on is by faith, not by sight.
So, shine your light, O Lord, so that we may see our way
Though you only show in part, it is enough for each new day.
(by M. S. Lowndes)
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St. John’s UCC Baptisms
Owen Schreder’s Baptism on May 22:

Maren Birk was baptized May 15:

Wade Wittenbrink
was baptized
on May 8....

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Julie Ann Birk
Curtis Rusteberg
Wesley Kuergeleis
Breck Rohlfing
Aaron Esker
Gretchen Brandt
David Alan Berg, Jr.
Ripken Voelker
Wyatt Braun
David Asselmeier
Parker Brandt
Sharon Ann Reese
Scott Rohlfing
Reagan Louise Skaggs
Harper Lynn Floarke
Lance Howard Edler
Ron Richeson
Landon Johnson
Kristine Voelker
Carley Hoffmann
Kevin Wischmeyer
Ryan Dean Hesterberg
Bear Engbring
Kate Louise Edler
Amy Burns Hicks
Randy Coats
William Roseman
Travis Branson
Gemma Nolan
Jeffrey Hoffmann
Logan Whitlock
Amy Faus
Jacqueline Keller
Julie Upchurch

June 2
June 6
June 6
June 8
June 9
June 11
June 12
June 13
June 13
June 14
June 14
June 16
June 16
June 16
June 16
June 20
June 21
June 21
June 22
June 22
June 23
June 23
June 24
June 25
June 25
June 26
June 28
June 28
June 28
June 29
June 30
June 30
June 30
June 30

Jaclyn Knobloch
Kyle Wandro
Cierra Goldschmidt
Shawn Hicks
Lauren Hesterberg
Brian Edler
Chrissy Eckerty
Brooks Birk
Paula Bundy
Kathy Asselmeier
Amy Juelfs
Michelle Vogt
Cody Rohlfing
Jason Crouch
Jim Maurer
Nora Matthews
Claire Hoffmann

July 2
July 2
July 3
July 3
July 4
July 4
July 4
July 4
July 5
July 5
July 5
July 5
July 5
July 7
July 8
July 8
July 8

Lloyd Schwarze
Margaret Vogt
Mona Mothershead
Amanda Schultheis
John Evans
Dane Barnes
Florence Feldmeier
Jennifer Albat
Calen Schaefer
Ella Matzenbacher
Henry Hicks
Marvin Schilling
Lenny Schwarze

July 9
July 10
July 11
July 12
July 13
July 13
July 14
July 14
July 14
July 14
July 14
July 15
July 15

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Jonathan & Jessica Liefer
June 1
LJ & Jennifer Rosenkranz
June 1
Wesley & Andrea Kuergeleis June 2
Randy & Michelle Coats
June 3
Mark & Brenda Rey
June 3
David & Amanda Rusteberg
June 5
Mike & Dr. Shannon Krebel
June 6
Aaron & Katie Esker
June 6
Matt & Paige Galligos
June 6
Greg & Jaclyn Knobloch
June 9
Paul & Jackie Hoffmann
June 10
Scott & Hannah Rohlfing
June 10
Brent & Cherie Langsdorf
June 11
Ryan Dean & Lauren Hesterberg June 13
Shane and Andrea Kennedy
June 13
Ryan & Emily Richeson
June 13
Lynden & Karen Prange
June 14
Marvin & Nancy Schilling
June 17
Scott & Leslie Rush
June 18
Caleb & Amy Hicks
June 18
Matthew & Gretchen Brandt
June 25
John & Sharon Glessner
June 27
Matthew & Jennifer Albat
June 28
Michael & Samantha Datema June 29
Luke & Kristy Edler
Arthur & Julie Rusteberg
Adam & Paige Jackson
Alex & Laurie Knoll
Steve & Dana Hicks

July 2
July 4
July 10
July 12
July 14

HAVE A FUN-FILLED AND
SAFE SUMMER !!
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2022 Graduates
High School Graduates:
Rylee Rosenkranz - Waterloo High School
• Awards: Top Dog Award
• FFA Section Winner- Veterinary Medicine
• Optimist Club
• Scholarship, Waterloo Rotary Scholarship
• Post High School Plans: Attend Midwest Institute to
become a Veterinary Technician
• Employed at: Riverstone Animal Hospital
• Plans or Life Goals: Be a good person!
Dawson Goldschmidt - Valmeyer High School
• Awards: 1st Place in state of Illinois welding competition for Skills USA 2 years in a row
• Post High School Plans: Go into the Steamfitters Apprentice Program, following in his
Dad and grandpa’s footsteps
Clay Juelfs - Valmeyer High School
• Has accepted a job in construction with Harrisonville Telephone Company. He starts next week.
College/Career Tech Graduates:
Cierra Goldschmidt: I graduated from SIUC with a Bachelor’s of Science in Radiation Therapy. I will
begin my career in August after I finish my clinicals at Barnes and pass my board exam.
Leah Hill: I have just graduated from SIUE with a bachelors in social work and minor in psychology.
When I graduated high school, I had no idea what I wanted to do. When I thought really hard, I knew I
loved the work I had the opportunity to do with my youth group. I decided social work would be a great
fit. This career is so broad which is good because there are so many options but this also makes it difficult
to choose. Ultimately, I’ve landed on school social work. To do this, I need to earn my master’s in social
work which I will start in the fall at SIUE. I know it is going to be a lot of work and stress, but I want to
make sure I can help kids in any way I can because one trustworthy, caring adult can change a life.
Cole Juelfs: I graduated from Lindenwood University with a bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice. I also
graduated from the police academy in April. I am a police officer for Valmeyer and live in Valmeyer.
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Send email updates, photos & group descriptions to maeystownucc@gmail.com
Church: 618-458-6940
Pastor’s Cell Phone: 618-340-2372
Website: www.maeystownucc.org
pastorpoole123@gmail.com
“Like” us on Facebook @ https://www.facebook.com/maeystownucc
Thought for the day:
If you don’t fill your mind with the Word of God,
The enemy will fill it with fear, anxiety, stress, worry and temptation.

