
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      December 2020       

     
 

Pastor’s Reflection 

An Advent Frame of Mind! 

 

This year more than any other year I can remember we need to look forward to something special. For 

you and I nothing could be more meaningful than our living faith!     

  

In life we find ourselves in all sorts of hardships and challenges, but for us as people of faith it is not the 

whole but only a part of our truth. Our Big Truth is that we have the faith, light and love of God that Jesus 

gave to us to sustain us.  

 

I preached this past Sunday about being okay with having feelings of sadness and that Christians are 

allowed to have such feelings and still be true to their faith. We are not some kind of brainless zombies. 

We have to navigate the challenges of life and move through all sorts of emotions, but at the end of the 

day, we find our wholeness and joy when we surrender and serve as Christ calls us to lose ourselves to 

truly find ourselves in service to others. In times of great challenges such as these we are forced to dig 

deeper, moving through our very human emotions to find our strength. We call that inner strength our 

faith. This is not the first time you and I have needed our faith. Let us embrace an Advent frame of mind.  

 

This time, much like other epic challenges you have faced, survived, you depended on your faith and this 

time will be no different. As we move forward through the worst of the pandemic it will be important to 

remember this is not new to the history of our people. This is not the end times any more than the 

pandemic of 1918 was. We will face this challenge with an Advent Frame of Mind, with the clear 

knowledge that God is with us and certainly not against us. This is not a punishment for the lost people of 

this age. It is the time for people of faith to stand strong. We know that in all of life we have suffering and 

joy living in the same moment, but by trusting in a larger truth that we know innately, that we are all in 

the care of the creator. Take a moment and think about the perfection of the trees, the running streams, 

hills and valleys, all that God has created and continues to create. All are part of the larger more complete 

Truth. Now look inward to the peace in your soul and see God also at work there in you. In this Advent 

time we look to the future at what God is creating and we rejoice! Knowing our children grow in love, 

knowing healing is happening, knowing that God is calling us into a harmony with him.  Yes, indeed let 

us rejoice this Advent Season!  Let us take on An Advent Frame of Mind!  

Bless you all!  

        Blessings, 

        Pastor 



          

 

This Article is from United Methodist. I really enjoyed it! Hope you will too!  (Pastor) 

 

What do the candles in our Advent wreath mean? 

     

The Advent wreath was originally a German and Scandinavian home devotional practice used to mark the 

four weeks of Advent. Although many symbols have been attributed to it since that time, it was originally 

intended as a way to mark the Advent season and the weeks until Christmas. Families would light a 

candle for each past week and the current week at their dinner or evening time of prayer. The 

configuration of candles, whether in a line or a circle, did not matter. Neither did the color of the candles 

(all colors are used in homes in Europe). What mattered was the marking of time and the increase of light 

each week in the face of increasing darkness as the winter solstice approached. 

 

As Advent wreaths began to be used by congregations on Sundays in some places in Europe and America 

beginning in the late 19th century, adaptations were needed for the larger worship spaces. Candles needed 

to be larger and more specialized than the "daily candles" handmade or purchased for home use. They 

also needed to be more uniform in color to fit with other decor in the sanctuary. Purple (and more recently 

blue) has become the basic color of the candles to coordinate with color of the paraments used during this 

season. 

 

As Advent wreaths changed from practical private use to the more symbolic context of public worship, it 

became important for the candles to have meaning rather than simply mark time and add light. 

Ceremonies were developed around the lighting of the candles each week. 

In time there was an effort, largely spurred by church supply houses that sold the special candles and 

wreaths, to provide a particular meaning to each candle. The themes of Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace 

became popular, based on scriptures from the one-year lectionaries used at that time. However, the 

historic theme of Advent is broader and deeper than any one-word theme can capture.  So what are we to 

say, then, about the meaning of the Advent wreath today? We can still draw meaning from its original 

home use: to mark time while increasing light. Advent, the first season of the Christian year, is all about 

time. We await the day described in Revelation 21:23 when, “The city doesn’t need the sun or the moon 

to shine on it, because God’s glory is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.” At Christmas we celebrate that 

in Christ, “The true light that shines on all people was coming into the world” (John 1:9). 
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St. John’s UCC Church Council Minutes – October 5, 2020 

President Charlie Eckerty called the meeting to order.   Those attending were Linda Schmidt, Michelle 

Coats, Judy Edler, Freeman Borcharding, Susie Brinkmann, Shirley Stafford and Pastor Poole.  Pastor 

opened with a prayer. 

 

• September 3rd Meeting Minutes:   Judy Edler made a motion to accept the minutes and Shirley 

Stafford seconded the motion.   Motion carried. 

• September 13 Congregational Meeting Minutes: Judy Elder made a motion to accept the minutes and 

Freeman Borcharding seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

• Treasurer’s Report:   After reviewing the report, Susie Brinkmann made a motion to accept the report 

as presented.  Michelle Coats seconded the motion.   Motion carried. 

• Bills/Timecard:   Linda Schmidt made a motion to accept the bills and timecard as presented.   

Michelle Coats seconded the motion.   Motion carried. 

• Pastor’s Expenses:   Judy Edler made a motion to accept the expenses presented.  Susie Brinkmann 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

• Illinois South Conference is having a virtual annual meeting on October 24, 2020. Delegates and 

alternates are aware of the meeting.  Shirley Asmussen, the director of the DuBois Center, has retired.    

• Pastor’s Report:  He appreciates all the offers of help he has received recently.    Pastor is very pleased 

with the attendance at church services.  There are 9 confirmands.     

 

OLD BUSINESS 

St. Joe Zion Update:   Things are going smoothly and they are facing the same challenges as we are 

regarding future services.  

 

Winter Services Inside:   A lengthy discussion resulted in continuing outside services through October.  

Beginning November we will return to recorded services.  With the Illinois Department of Public Health 

rules allowing only 25 members inside the church at one time, it would be almost impossible to determine 

how that could be enforced.  We want no one turned away because we have no room after they have 

traveled from their home to attend church.  Should the rules be relaxed in the future and allow 50 

members inside the church, in-church services would be resumed with a Saturday evening service at 5:00 

PM and a Sunday morning service at 10:00 AM.  

 

NEW BUSINESS    

Approval of nominating committee selections:  Judy Edler made a motion to approve the 

recommendations from the committee.  Shirley Stafford seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

 

The church bylaws have not been revised for several years.  Pastor will gather the current elders and a few 

elders from previous years to review the bylaws and make recommendations to the church council. 

 

The Fifth Sunday Offering for November will go to Pat Brandt. 

 

The Annual Budget meeting will be December 13, 2020.  More details to follow. 

 

A committee was formed to review the job description of the Administrative Assistant and assist in 

finding a replacement.  Members of the committee are Charlie Eckerty, Shirley Stafford, and Judy Edler. 

 

Freeman Borcharding made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Susie Brinkmann seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

                                                                           Linda Schmidt, Acting Secretary 
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Women’s Fellowship – November 2020 

 

• I hope everyone had a very Blessed Thanksgiving and time to reflect on the Grace God has bestowed on us. 

• Just a few quick notes about what the Women’s Fellowship has going on. 

• Pie sales went over great!  Thank you to everyone who purchased pies, donated money in support, or baked the 

pies!   

• We will be Sponsoring 2 Families for Christmas this year.  We have a great group of ladies on task for the 

shopping detail. 

• Shut-in Bags will be modified this year.  No homemade cookies will be in the goodie bags this year, but the 

women have come up with some great alternatives such as little decorations and activity books.  We will meet 

in the Hall Basement at 8:00 am on December 5th to put bags together. 

• The women have stepped up to decorate the Church for Christmas this year.  As with everything else, it will be 

a little modified, but beautiful all the same. 

• We will host a food drive early next year when supplies dwindle down.  Keep an eye out for when and where 

you can help. 

 

Thank you, ladies, for all that you do and thank you, St John, for your continued support! 

 

I wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas, filled with Joy, Peace, and Love! 

          Your sister in Christ, 

           Jennifer Johnson  

           President Women’s Fellowship 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service  
  December 24th      

  Time: 4:30  

  Where: Outside in the grounds in front of the 

       Hall where we held our outdoor worship   

       service.  

 

Stay warm by our campfires!!  

 

We will be singing Silent Night at the end of the service so please bring a lighter to 

light your candle. We will provide candles,  

 

We will also be celebrating communion so bring your wine and bread.  

 

There will be a live nativity scene and it will be so wonderful to celebrate the birth 

of our Lord and all that means to us this year.  

   

Please help us stay safe by social distancing and wearing masks.  

 

It will be a Christmas Eve service that your children will never 

forget !!!!  
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Congregation Budget Meeting by Zoom on December 13th at 11:00 

Please be sure we have your email so a link may be sent to you.  

 

Dear Congregation,  

      

The proposed church budget for 2021 has been mailed out. Please review the budget so we can address any 

questions you might have at our first Zoom Congregational Budget Meeting. If you have not received the budget 

please give the Pastor a call.  

 

The Zoom meeting will be held on December 13th at 11:00 a.m. Please start logging in around 10:45.   

 

You will be emailed a link to join the meeting through Zoom. If we do not have your current email address please 

email it to pastorpoole123@gmail.com and we will get it added to our members list of emails. If you do not want to 

get regular church emails just send a note along with your email address. If zooming is not for you, we certainly 

understand. Please just reach out to Pastor, Council President Charlie Eckerty or one of the Church Council 

members listed below and we will go over any questions you might have and record your vote at that time.  

 

Thank you,  

 

St. John UCC Church Council 

Charlie Eckerty, Council President,  314-306-4122 

Judy Edler, Council Elder, 618-973-5437 

Linda Schmidt, Council Elder 618-612-5267 

Pastor 618-340-2372 

 
 

 

 

Christmas’ True Meaning 

 

By Deborah Ann Belka 

 

Let Christmas’ true meaning rise up in you today… 

may you see the real splendor of Jesus’ birth on this day. 

 

May His beauty and grandeur cause your heart to sing 

may the gift of His excellence become your eternal spring. 

 

May His majesty you behold with all dignity and honor, 

may the fullness of His truth glorify His heavenly Father. 

 

May the wonder of His grace reveal its magnificence in you 

may the gratefulness you feel be in all you say and do. 

 

Let Christmas’ true meaning bring your Savior near today 

may you see the need for Him today, and every day. 
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St. John’s News and Notes 
 

Birth: 

Walker Lynden Prange, son of Adam and Allie 

Prange, was born October 26, 2020. 

 

Wedding: 

Doug Schilling and Tiffany Valleroy were 

married at the Fults Church on October 31, 2020, 

and are residing in Millstadt.  Congratulations!  

 

Sympathy: 
We at St. John’s, extend our sympathy to the families 

and friends of: 

 

ELLEN KUERGELEIS, Nee Altes. Born: October 

19, 1925 - Entered into Eternity: November 8, 2020  
  
DOROTHY C. BRANDT, Nee Thiele, Born: April 

12, 1926 - Entered into Eternity: November 15, 2020  

 

In the Nursing Home/Assisted Living: 

                  Elaine Hoerr 

       Wilma Johnson 

       Elveria Miller 

                  Garden Place - Waterloo 

                  Marvin & Catherine Hoffmann  

       Carmelita Sensel  

 

Special Birthday: 

Carol Bay will celebrate her 86th birthday on 

December 16th.  Happy Birthday, Carol! 
 

Special Anniversaries: 

• Manlee and Joann Knobloch will celebrate 

50 years of marriage on December 5 

• Raymond and Nancy Reed will be married 

54 years on December 17 

 

Military:   

Caleb Buchanan, Jacob Rey, Andrew Schaefer, 

Austin & Dillon Scheibe & Krista Wandro.  

Once again and always….thank you all for your 

service and MERRY CHRISTMAS!!  

 

Prayer List: 

• Butch Hoffmann is in the Hospital with COVID. 

Please keep Joanne and Butch in your prayers.  

  
• Nancy Schilling is continually getting stronger! 

Keep the prayers coming! 

• Kaylee Muertz is doing good but please keep the 

prayers going! 
• Tim Branson’s cancer treatment is working, he 

just got an encouraging report. this week. Please 

keep the prayers coming! 
• Eleanor Mary Krebel & Elsa Wiemerslage are in 

need of our prayers! 
• Please keep Diane Guttman in your prayers as 

she is very ill. 
• Let’s keep Maxine Steingrubey in our prayers.   

She is living with her daughter Katie and doing 

really well in her loving care. Maxine’s address 

is:   Maxine Steingrubey, 4711 Emeribrook Ct., 

Columbia MO 65203 

 

 
Scouting For Food - Please help get the word out!  

 

Scouting for Food looks different this year!  

 

The Valmeyer Cub Scout pack will not be passing 

out blue bags door to door this year. Instead, please 

drop off non-perishable goods between November 

21st and December 13th at the following locations:  

 

Daytime Discoveries, Mike's Convenience Store, and 

the Village Hall in Valmeyer; St. John's UCC in 

Maeystown. All food donations received will go to 

benefit the Bi-County Backpack Program. Thanks!   
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SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 

Since inception of the scholarship fund in 2017, St. John’s-Maeystown has awarded six scholarships to 

the following high school graduates:  

• Class of 2017- Eli Buchanan  

• Class of 2018 - Leah Hill, Lilly Ann Poole & Donny Muertz  

• Class of 2019 - Sydney Finch 

• Class of 2020 - Reid Schilling  

 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW….Continued! 

 

Reid Schilling: After I graduated from Waterloo High School, I began attending the University of Illinois 

at Urbana-Champaign. I am currently a freshman studying Agricultural and Consumer Economics with a 

concentration in Agribusiness-Markets and Management.  

 

I am currently living at Nabor House which is an agricultural Fraternity with Christian values. Right now, 

there is not a lot to get involved with on campus due to heavy COVID-19 restrictions, but I am trying to 

make the most of it; the only things I can really do during the day are classwork, play guitar with my 

pledge brother, and play basketball with some of the active chapter.  

 

Classes are difficult with remote learning, but I am trying to maintain the best outlook on the situation as I 

can. I am enjoying college for what it is right now, and I am hoping for everything pertaining to a 

pandemic ending soon.  

 
Dear Class of 2021!  

The St. John Scholarship application process will open in January for all graduating high 

school members to apply. Applications will be due on Sunday, April 18, 2021. Scholarship 

recipients will be announced in church in May. 

 

If you would like to donate to the St. Johns UCC Scholarship Fund, please contact Pastor 

Poole or Lisa Maurer. Checks can be made out to St. John’s UCC Scholarship Fund.  

 

The Scholarship Committee: Lisa Maurer, Adam Tyberendt, Michelle Vogt, Connie Turner, 

Paul Skagg 

 

 

Visitor Financial Report:     General Fund: 
Beginning Balance - $130.33         Oct.  Beginning Bal. 25,792.22 

              Income  14,637.55   

Income:           Expenses  11,923.91  

   Jewel Trost - $50.00     

   Frederick Hotz - $20.00 

Expense:           Balance 10/28/2020 28,505.86 

   U. S. Postmaster - $53.22 

   Ending Balance - $147.11   

 

Jewel & Frederick your generous donations 

are greatly appreciated. Merry Christmas to all! 

 

Faye Birk, Treasurer                                                                                                                                           (7) 



 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY….. 

 

Jenny Klinkhardt  Dec. 2 

Wyatt Liefer   Dec. 2 

Charles Birk   Dec. 3 

Alan Wischmeyer  Dec. 3 

Judy Krebel   Dec. 5 

Denise Faus   Dec. 5 

Brad Edler   Dec. 5 

Jacob Berg   Dec. 5 

Glenn Coats   Dec. 6 

Paul Nilges   Dec. 6 

Julie Roy   Dec. 6 

Cody Schmitz   Dec. 6 

Ellen Edler   Dec. 7 

Haley Faus   Dec. 7 

Karina Hesterberg  Dec. 7 

Amanda Marie Panzau  Dec. 7 

Cole Goldschmidt  Dec. 8 

Amber Marie Wolf  Dec. 11 

Peyton Dressel   Dec. 11 

Mason Knobloch  Dec. 12 

Corey Blackwell  Dec. 14 

Yvonne Gilbert   Dec. 15 

Brian Johnson   Dec. 15 

Carol Bay   Dec. 16 

Sandy Tutka   Dec. 16 

Bill Huddleston   Dec. 16  

Dr. Shannon Krebel  Dec. 17 

Christopher Brigance  Dec. 18 

Tony Stirnaman   Dec. 18 

Jill Crouch   Dec. 19 

Emily Reinhardt  Dec. 19 

Leslie Rush   Dec. 20 

Clyde Branson   Dec. 21 

Gwenivere Evans  Dec. 21 

Connie Matzenbacher  Dec. 22 

Elizabeth Shrewsbury  Dec. 22 

Jessica Floarke   Dec. 25 

Dr. James Schmuck  Dec. 26 

Lexy Edler   Dec. 26 

Brett Mueller   Dec. 27 

Anthony Schultheis  Dec. 27 

Brandon Kruse   Dec. 27 

Andrea Blackwell  Dec. 28 

Joanne Hoffmann  Dec. 29 

Faith Bertram   Dec. 30 

Matthew Albat   Dec. 30 

Noah Klinkhardt  Dec. 30 

Ute Arbor Engbring  Dec. 30 

Angela Finch   Dec. 31 

Katlyn Mohl   Dec. 31 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY…. 

 

Manlee & Joann Knobloch Dec. 5 

Justin & Samantha Boman Dec. 15 

Aaron & Sherri Voelker  Dec. 16 

Raymond II & Nancy Reed Dec. 17  

Jay & Dawn Leber  Dec. 20 

Jeffrey & Coley Hoffmann Dec. 20 

Darren & Amanda Knobloch Dec. 20 

Paul & Denise Faus  Dec. 28 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The True Christmas Spirit 
 

At Christmas, lights burn brighter, 
and friendly hugs get even tighter. 
The spirit of Christmas fills the air, 
and people seem to really care. 
 
Merry hearts are filled with cheer. 
Families and friends all draw near. 
The streets around are all filled 
despite the cold winter chill. 
 
Everywhere there's smiling faces, 
giving and receiving warm embraces. 
And for a time, sadness disappears. 
Peace, joy and hope replaces fear. 
 
All because God's love came down 
and filled the earth all around. 
So we celebrate at Christmas time 
our Savior and Lord, holy, divine! 
 
We honor Jesus throughout the year 
so the Christmas spirit will linger near. 
For the story of His birth is ours to tell - 
that Jesus became our Emmanuel! 
 
    (copied) 
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Send email updates, photos & group descriptions to maeystownucc@gmail.com  

Church:   618-458-6940 

Pastor’s Cell Phone:  618-340-2372 

Website:   www.maeystownucc.org   

pastorpoole123@gmail.com 

“Like” us on Facebook @ https://www.facebook.com/maeystownucc    
 

 
Thought for the day: 

Be careful about rushing God’s timing.   

You never know who or what he is protecting you from. 
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